The pain that binds us: midwives' experiences of loss and adverse outcomes around the world.
Although much has been written about helping women and their families cope with loss related to childbearing, little exists in the literature to guide and support the midwives who witness these losses. We conducted qualitative interviews globally with 22 midwives from nations located on six different continents to begin exploring common themes of experiences and coping methods of midwives involved in adverse perinatal outcomes. The concept of critical incident stress (CIS) is presented as a framework for understanding practitioner reactions that occur after adverse outcomes. Implications for practice, education, and continued research are addressed.